Alexia without agraphia and associated disorders: importance of recognition in the rehabilitation setting.
Alexia without agraphia is readily recognized in its pure (without other neurologic findings) but rare form. However, this deficit is more common when associated with other behavioral disturbances that result from trauma or cerebral infarction to the posterior cerebral hemispheres. Two cases presented with alexia without agraphia following infarction within the posterior cerebral artery territory. Because of initial confusion and disorientation the patients were diagnosed as demented and unsuitable for rehabilitation. Both subjects had a visual field deficit and color agnosia. Prosopagnosia, simultanagnosia, and ataxia of visual-motor control were also present. The second case was unusual because of pure word blindness associated with a right occipital lobe lesion. Only a few such cases have been reported in the literature worldwide. This paper demonstrates that careful delineation of cognitive deficits permits greater understanding of functional disorders with improved rehabilitation outcome.